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§ 602.9 Application evaluation and se-
lection.

(a) Applications shall be evaluated
for funding generally within 6 months,
but in any event no later than 12
months, from the date of receipt by
DOE. After DOE has held an applica-
tion for 6 months, the applicant may,
in response to DOE’s request, be re-
quired to revalidate the terms of the
original application.

(b) DOE shall perform an initial eval-
uation of all applications to ensure
that the information required by this
part is provided, that the proposed ef-
fort is technically sound and feasible,
and that the effort is consistent with
program funding priorities. For appli-
cations that pass the initial evalua-
tion, DOE shall review and evaluate
each application received based on the
criteria set forth below and in accord-
ance with the Office of Environment,
Safety and Health Merit Review Sys-
tem developed, as required, under DOE
Financial Assistance Regulations, 10
CFR part 600.

(c) DOE shall select evaluators on the
basis of their professional qualifica-
tions and expertise. To ensure credible
and inclusive peer review of applica-
tions, every effort will be made to se-
lect evaluators apart from DOE em-
ployees and contractors. Evaluators
shall be required to comply with all ap-
plicable DOE rules or directives con-
cerning the use of outside evaluators.

(d) DOE shall evaluate new and re-
newal applications based on the fol-
lowing criteria that are listed in de-
scending order of importance:

(1) The scientific and technical merit
of the proposed research;

(2) The appropriateness of the pro-
posed method or approach;

(3) Competency of research personnel
and adequacy of proposed resources;

(4) Reasonableness and appropriate-
ness of the proposed budget; and

(5) Other appropriate factors con-
sistent with the purpose of this part es-
tablished and set forth in a Notice of
Availability or in a specific solicita-
tion.

(e) DOE shall also consider as part of
the evaluation other available advice
or information, as well as program pol-
icy factors, such as ensuring an appro-

priate balance among the program
areas listed in § 602.5 of this part.

(f) In addition to the evaluation cri-
teria set forth in paragraphs (d) and (e)
of this section, DOE shall consider the
recipient’s performance under the ex-
isting award during the evaluation of a
renewal application.

(g) Selection of applications for
award will be based upon the findings
of the technical evaluations (including
peer reviews, as specified in the Office
of Environment, Safety and Health
Merit Review System), the importance
and relevance of the proposal to the Of-
fice of Environment, Safety and
Health’s mission, and the availability
of funds. Cost reasonableness and real-
ism will also be considered.

(h) After the selection of an applica-
tion, DOE may, if necessary, enter into
negotiations with an applicant. Such
negotiations are not a commitment
that DOE will make an award.

§ 602.10 Additional requirements.

(a) A recipient performing research
or related activities involving the use
of human subjects must comply with
DOE regulations in 10 CFR part 745,
‘‘Protection of Human Subjects,’’ and
any additional provisions that may be
included in the special terms and con-
ditions of an award.

(b) A recipient performing research
involving recombinant DNA molecules
and/or organisms and viruses con-
taining recombinant DNA molecules
shall comply with the National Insti-
tutes of Health ‘‘Guidelines for Re-
search Involving Recombinant DNA
Molecules’’ (51 FR 16958, May 7, 1986),
or such later revision of those guide-
lines, as may be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. (The guidelines are
available from the Office of Recom-
binant DNA Activities, National Insti-
tutes of Health, Building 31, Room
BBB, Bethesda, MD 20892, or from the
Office of Epidemiology and Health Sur-
veillance, (EH–42), U.S. Department of
Energy, Washington, DC 20585).

(c) A recipient performing research
on warm-blooded animals shall comply
with the Federal Laboratory Animal
Welfare Act of 1966, as amended (7 USC
2131 et seq.), and the regulations pro-
mulgated thereunder by the Secretary
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